Sexism in South Yorkshire
Dr Maggie Wykes is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Sheffield’s School
of Law. She has conducted research in areas as diverse as life in mining
communities, media representations of crime and gender, and internet
crime. Much of her work explores the links between crime and
representations in the media and culture.

• A survey conducted by researchers at the Centre for
Criminological Research, School of Law, University of
Sheffield
• The University of Sheffield, School of Law worked with Meg
Munn MP to conduct a survey to explore the attitudes to, and
experience of, sexual harassment in South Yorkshire and
beyond.
• A similar survey in London in 2012 revealed ‘a staggering 43%
of young women in London (aged 18-34) experienced sexual
harassment in public spaces over the last year’, and another
survey in Coventry in early 2013 found 61% of women who
responded had experienced sexual harassment in the past
twelve months.
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Surveying Everyday Sexism:
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‘Successful masculinity is encoded in terms of adventure,
successful femininity is by contrast coded in terms appearance,
dress and style’ p.249

‘Mary Beard is in fighting form, several shades of grey hair
swishing, little gold-spangled pumps twinkling and a laugh that
uses up every bit of her long, mesmerising face’
(The Daily Telegraph August 2013)
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Rethinking Sexual Harassment
Brant, C. and Lee Too, Y. Eds (1994)
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Danger
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The Independent 1993
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• So, I was walking into work and a white van got like a foot behind me and the bloke in
the passenger side just screamed at me. It was a shriek similar to a bird squawking,
and made me jump out of my skin, which I guess was the point. What do you do with
that? I don’t get it…
Incidentally he van was branded ‘Spot On Windows’.
• Published on July 8,2014 at 8:57 am in Uncategorized,
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http://sheffield.ihollaback.org/

• Story of street harassment New submission from mia
• Today I’ve experienced 4 accounts of sexual harassment which is a bit over average. I
find that when men are in groups they are more likely to harass you but this is not
always the case. Today its been one guy alone stood next to his car, after he whistled I
turned around and shouted “WHAT?” and he pretended he was whistling at his friend
(who wasn’t there), a boy about 14 years old walking around with his peer group, and
the other two were from groups of men around 25.
• This verbal abuse undermines every essence of my being as if I am just some sort of
play thing for male satisfaction. I am not a piece of meat. This harassment is a crime. I
deserve to be able to walk the earth without this burden of male objectification.
• Published on July 8,2013 at 1:36 pm in Story of street harassment,
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Gender
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Ethnicity
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Household types
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Attitudes to harassing behaviours
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Experiences of harassment: in the last 12 months
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639 had experienced sexual harassment in the last year
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Affect of incident
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Reporting
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But the more I have looked at the threats and insults that
women have received, the more I have found that they fit into
the old patterns I’ve been talking about. For a start it doesn’t
much matter what line you take as a woman, if you venture into
traditional male territory, the abuse comes anyway. It’s not what
you say that prompts it, it’s the fact you’re saying it. And that
matches the detail of the threats themselves. A significant
subsection is directed at silencing the woman – ‘Shut up you
bitch’ is a fairly common refrain. Or it promises to remove the
capacity of the woman to speak. ‘I’m going to cut off your head
and rape it’ was one tweet I got. ‘Headlessfemalepig’ was the
Twitter name chosen by someone threatening an American
journalist. ‘You should have your tongue ripped out’ was
tweeted to another journalist. In its crude, aggressive way, this is
about keeping, or getting, women out of man’s talk.

02/11/2017

Oh Do Shut Up Dear! Mary Beard on the Public Voice of
Women: Language and misogyny
London Review of Books Speech
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• As a young woman I feel I am very robust and strong,
these experiences only fuel my fire to unwaveringly be
myself and fight the oppression. Having said that, I have
felt shame, I have been told it was my own fault by
friends an it did influence me and affect me. For a long
time I did think it was my fault.
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Comments

• Employers need to be more mindful of sexist attitudes in
the workplace. I work for a company that will not allow
women workers to wear trousers even though a part of
our job is climbing ladders to place lighting fixtures.
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• I especially hate the way men honk their horns at me.
Sometimes they're a lot older than me and ask me out. I just
want to get where I need to go in peace. I've gone as far as
changing the route I walk home to avoid it. I don't feel
particularly pretty or think I'm at all attractive so I don't
understand why men keep doing it. I don't wear revealing
clothing: usually T-shirts and jeans. Sometimes tank tops but
they have 2-3" straps and if they fall too low and show even a
hint of cleavage I wear a second tank top underneath
• My religious belief requires me to dress modestly and wear a
veil, so I'm always annoyed and a tad disappointed when
sexist comments/ advances are perpetrated by men who have
the same faith as me. In fact, when surrounded by strangers, I
feel more comfortable around men who don't share my belief
because they are seemingly more respectful towards me.
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Comments
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• I think this is a real issue that impacts a lot of women,
especially younger women who people assume are 'up
for it'. Many people don't realise that they are being
offensive, to guys it is just an ego boosting attention
seeking exercise where they want the flattery of a
response, they don't realise it's harmful. I think there are
bigger structural issues here - the sheer frequency of
comments by so many different men suggest that it's the
case. There are some seriously damaging gender roles
being played out here.
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• I am a runner and I am referring to being shouted at,
honked at, whistled at, leered at and followed (once).
This happens ALL the time - I used to live in London and
it didn't happen nearly as much as it does in Sheffield.
This kind of harassment might not be explicitly sexual but
I see it as such - I am being objectified and being made to
feel as such. It's abusive because it's nasty, unwarranted,
and usually from a car/van - so I am totally powerless.
• This survey seems to ignore the much wider implication
of subtle sexism particularly at work but in all places:
women are expected to make the tea/coffee, take
minutes in meetings and tidy/clear up after meetings.
This is very apparent in a male dominated field, such as
engineering.
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25

02/11/2017

It isn’t just you……..or us
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•
•
•
•

•
•
•
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•

•
•

Don’t shut up
Do tell
Use social media as a public space where women can have voices
Don’t accept that sexist jokes and assumptions are not important
– they are the start of a continuum that ends with sexual murder
Don’t censor yourself or your behaviour
Do tell men to censor themselves and their behaviour
Ask good men to actively oppose sexism otherwise they are
compliant with it
Believe women and girls – think of Rotherham
Don’t leave ‘masculine hegemony’ unquestioned, practice
‘voluntary insubordination’ (Howe 2008: 218)
Words matter because that is how we think before we act
Just because it is how it is, doesn’t mean that’s how it has to be
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Ways forward
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